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EXERCISE 1

Why do it in the HARD way? You can be  rich NOW!



Learning to be Critical in Academic Inquiry

Fundamental Expectation:

• if an author claims to know something is true, or believe it might 
be true, the claim will be backed up by reasons based on some 
form of evidence

• ‘Have you give me sufficient grounds for accepting your claim?’

• Not about TRUTH, but viewpoints, interpretation and significance 



“In God we trust.
All others must use data”

Mary Walton, p.96

Walton, M. (1986). The Deming management method. Penguin Publishing, NY



Learning to be Critical in Academic Inquiry

Reasonable criticality (others may call it ‘skepticism‘) means being 
open-minded and willing to be convinced, but only if authors can 
adequately back their claims

• Each person has different worldview, system of beliefs, knowledge 
experience etc.

• it is sensible for the reader to adopt a critical frame of mind that 
maintains a distance from, and friendly questioning  towards what 
authors say



Reasonable criticality approach: Striking the balance

• The authors mean to be honest, but may have been misled by 
the evidence into saying something that I consider untrue 
• The authors mean to be logical, but may have developed a line of 

reasoning that is flawed
• The authors mean to be impartial, but may have incorporated 

into the account some assumptions that I don’t share 
• The authors mean to tell me something new, but may not have 

taken into account other information that I possess



Reasonable criticality approach: Striking the balance

uncritical acceptance  ßà overcritical rejection

of authors’ claims

challenging because published material does vary in its rigour and 
reliability



EXERCISE 2
Read and Evaluate Text:

What questions you might  ask in relation to the author’s claims?

“phonics”- reading out loud  “whole text”- recognizing words in text 

“In the DBA module, the five students who were taught CRL 
methods using phonics method performed better overall 

than the five students taught using the whole text method. 
This shows that the phonics is a better choice for DBA 

programs”



Comment on a published text that is useful, but not perfect 
EXAMPLE

“Dimsaming (2024) found that students taught CLR using phonics did 
better in a final test than students taught using the whole word 
method. However, the study was small, the test rather limited, and the 
participants were not tightly matched either for age or gender. 
Examining Dimsaming’s final scores reveals that, although the mean 
score of the phonics group was higher, two of the highest scorers in the 
test were whole word students. Since this finding indicates that the 
whole word method is effective for some learners, Dimsaming is 
perhaps too quick to propose that ‘the phonics method is a better 
choice for DBA program’ (p. 88).” 



Benefits
• you will develop a sense of what is and is 

not a robust piece of research – essential 
when you come to plan your own empirical 
investigation 

• you will soon begin identifying limitations in 
existing research knowledge that your 
investigation can address 

• the attention you pay to different authors’ 
texts will naturally affect the quality of your 
own writing. 

Marriage of reading and writing 



Benefits: you will
• demand of yourself evidence to back up 

claims 

• be alert to the possibility of making an 
illogical jump in your reasoning

• become sensitive to your own 
assumptions and how they might affect 
your claims 

• realise the importance of checking the 
literature thoroughly to ensure that 
your understanding is deep enough

Marriage of reading and writing 



Goal
develop a mature academic 
style of writing that is both 
fair and discerning  in its 
accounts of others’ work, and 
thatmaximizes the opportunity 
for others to  take seriously 
what you have to say

“Marriage  with a Goal”



What it means to be Critical?

Source: Wray & Wallace, 2021



What it means to be Critical?

Image credit: TP Lim, President, Roots & Shoots ML 

“Head 
Heart 

Hand”



What it means to be Critical?

“Head 
Heart

Hand”



What it means to be Critical?

“Head 
Heart

Hands”



What it means to be Critical?

“Head 
Heart 

Hands”

David Orr, 2004
Earth in Mind: On Education,
Environment, and the Human Prospect
(Washington, DC: Island Press, 2004)



PART II
Research Imagination and Learning Styles 

18

Source: Wray & Wallace, 2021



Different learning  traditions and styles

Student-Centered Learning  VS   Knowledge-Centered Learning



Different learning  styles

Student centered Knowledge centered 
the individual’s views are sought and 
valued

can easily over-interpret this emphasis 
and forget to give sufficient importance 
to the work of others 

Advantage: learning to be a critical 
reader 

may be intimidated when asked for the 
first time what they thin 

may find it difficult to pin down their 
own view 

Advantage: once develop critical skills 
would not express own views without 
suitable evidence to back it up 



Criticl Reading

In not about questioning the facts
àassessing the quality of the case that has been made 

for interpreting and evaluating the facts

• Are there sufficient evidence to support a claim? 
• Is there another possible interpretation that was not considered?
• Have the authors argued convincingly that their interpretation 

may apply to other cases? 



Criticl Reading:  Evaluative questions

• Any evidence provided in the account,? Is it adequate to 
support the author’s claims?

• Does the reasoning of the author’s argument follow logically to 
the conclusion that has been drawn?

• Explicit or implicit indications of the author’s values and 
assumptions? 

• The match between this author’s claims and those of other 
authors? 

• The match between the author’s claims or predictions and the 
reader’s own research evidence or knowledge?



Engaging with the text ideally needs:

• Reader’s clear understanding of what the authors are 
doing

• Reader’s sufficient knowledge of the field of enquiry 
and

• Reliable evidence of his / her own  (where possible) 
• Or at least some reliable intuitions about the way 

things work in the real world



The Art of Evaluating Texts

To know how far to go with any text pending how central 
the text is to your study

Maintaining a sense of why you are reading a text makes 
evaluating it much easier

No readers have the necessary time or expertise always to 
put themselves in the advantageous position



Why  to read? Task Driven Critical Reading

• Told to read it for a class; expected to have familiarized yourself 
with the ideas it contains

• Doing background reading on your subject
• It reports a particular approach or technique that you want to 

see in action
• It addresses a particular question that you need to answer
• Looking for evidence to counterbalance something else that you 

have read
• You have a particular story to tell, and need supporting evidence



Why  to read? Task Driven Critical Reading

Basic question à description of content:
‘What did you do, and what did you find out?’ 
Fine- tuned questions àcritical reading: 
• Is this author’s method of investigation the best one for me to 

emulate in my own work? 
• How does this author’s position compare with that of another 

author whose work I’ve read? 
• Would this author challenge the claims that I am making in my 

own work?’ 



Critical reading  &  Self-critical writing 

One person’s writing is another person’s reading

Whatever you write as a student will be read critically
by your assessors 



EXERCISE
How critical a reader and self-critical a writer are you? 

Handout



EXERCISE
How critical a reader and self-critical a writer are you? 

Meeting your target readers’ needs and convincing them

helps to ensure

that your account meets the assessment criteria



PART III
Making Critical Choices



What do you choose to read?

Encyclopaedias 

Handbooks 

Internet resources  -what kind?

research literature– what kind?  

Textbooks 

Becoming a discerning selector of those texts 

that promise most centrally to suit your study purpose 



Strategic advantage: Long-list

•Use any recommended reading list for your module or subject area, including those from 

past years

•Search the Internet for reading lists posted up for similar modules at other universities, 

and identify texts that are repeatedly recommended

•Use academic databases to search online for papers or books via keywords and author 

names that you associate with the topic

•Look up one or two important texts in the library catalogue, then do a search using their 

subject code to see what else has been classified as covering the same topic

•Go to the library shelves and see what is physically stored under the same class mark as 

the key recommended texts



Strategic advantage: Long-list

•Note how many copies the library has of a particular text – if there are plenty, it has 

evidently been a recommended text at some point

•As you start reading, note texts that are often cited by others, and whether positively or 

negatively (both may be useful)

•Make a list of the three or four journals most often carrying papers that have been 

recommended or frequently cited, then check those journals’ past issues, the current 

issue, and any online pre-publication list for similar papers

•Look through the catalogues of the leading academic publishers to see what has come 

out recently

•Check what books have been reviewed in recent academic journals



Strategic advantage—Prioritize & Short-list

•An overview of what the key issues in the field are and why they are 
important

•An overview of what has been done and found out, and a summary of 
the current claims

•Examples of the sorts of methodology, results and analysis reported by 
individual researchers

•Answers to one or more specific questions that you must, or choose to, 
address 



Textbooks
+ Handbooks, 
Encyclopedias

Types of 
Support Texts
categorised by purpose

‘Frontline’ texts
theoretical, research, 
practice and policy texts

Research literature



Textbooks

Skill textbooks Subject textbooks

• Relatively cheap compared with research books 
• Words like ‘introduction’, ‘guide’ or ‘study’ in the title line
• Available in softback & have an eye-catching cover 
• Title evidently points a field / sub-field rather than a particular 

research 
• Agenda: (e.g., A Short History of Research) or covers a 

particular skill (e.g., Writing in Social Sciences) 
• Cover blurb indicates a student target readership 
• There are multiple copies in libraries + ebooks
• More than one edition 



Textbooks

• Excellent place to start -- only a starting place!

• May fall outside the central realm of research activity– tell about
research, without showing original research reports

READ ORIGINAL!!!

• You will be expected to have more than just textbooks on the 
reference list 



Textbooks

• Should be used to gain an overview and to identify ‘frontline’ texts

• Subject textbooks are often like a literature review, difficult to find 
anything new to say

• Might also feel it is inappropriate to question the judgements of the 
author, who is obviously more experienced

Textbook author is just one interpreter of the facts–
not a summary of some unassailable truth

There are other ways to interpret



Getting the measure of support texts 

• Look up the same concept or topic in the index of several different 
textbooks, encyclopaedias and handbooks

To what extent do they all report the same information, make the same 
claims or interpret the evidence in the same way? 

• Goal: understand the range of views 
can help you decide where to position yourself  +recognize which of your claims 
will be most scrutinised by  your readers

general consensus ßà huge variation (differences in assumptions, 
scope, interpretation 



Textbook limitations & ways to mitigate 

Talk about research but not showing original research report

à textbooks provide full references to their sources –Look them up

à compromise & simply identify a particular work as ‘cited in’ some 
other work – admitting that you have read about it but not actually read 
it -- keep such references to an absolute minimum 



Textbook limitations & ways to mitigate 

Put strong claims that are not backed up with sufficient evidence + 
over-simplify complicated issues 

fail to appreciate the complexity underlying an apparently simple observation or 
realize that opinion is divided on a matter that is presented as fact

àSee textbook as a signpost to information, not a fully reliable source

àRead the original works wherever possible



Textbook limitations- ways to mitigate

• Talk about research but not showing original research report

à textbooks provide full references to their sources –Look them up

à you may have to compromise and simply identify a particular work 
as ‘cited in’ some other work – so you are admitting that you have read 
about it but not actually read it -- keep such references to an absolute 
minimum 



Readers

Limitations & ways to mitigate

‘Readers’ are collections of classic papers on a subject 
Contains chapters written especially for the collection or articles or extracts from 
books already published

• The editors make personal selections of what to include -> not fully 
representative of key works in the field 

• If a paper in a Reader has been reproduced in full, can be 
referenced without seeing the original

• Give the original publication date as well as the date of the Reader 
to make it clear when the paper was written



Handbooks and Encyclopedias

‘Handbooks and Encyclopedias’  are chapters and entries are normally 
specially commissioned to expert academics

Contains chapters written especially for the collection or articles or extracts from 
books already published

• Lead academics write an overview of research, theory or 
methodology in their area

• Invaluable for gaining an understanding of the state-of-the-art in a 
field 

• Top researchers can give only their own perspective and there are 
likely to be other perspectives 



Handbooks

1 2



Handbooks

1 2

Savelyeva, T. (2018). Stepping up the challenge: Fostering sustainability consciousness of Hong Kong students 
with New Senior Secondary Liberal Studies curriculum. in K. Kennedy and J. Lee, (Eds.), The changing 
role of schools in Asian societies, International handbook on schools and schooling in Asia (pp. 740-756). 
Routledge (Taylor & Francis). DOI https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315694382 2018 *Outstanding 
Handbook - Award Winner

Savelyeva, T. (2018). Editorial introduction: Sustainable schooling in the Asia-Pacific region: An imperative 
of hope. in K. Kennedy and J. Lee, (Eds), The changing role of schools in Asian societies. International 
handbook on schools and schooling in Asia (pp. 683-685). Routledge. DOI 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315694382 



Handbooks

3

Savelyeva, T. (2023). In times of uncertainty: Advancing 
university sustainability model in Hong Kong. In W. 
Leal Filho et al. (Eds.), Handbook of Sustainability 
Science in the Future (pp 575- 592). Springer. 
doi: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-04560-8_122



Encyclopedia

1

2



Encyclopedia

1 2

Savelyeva, T. et al. (2021). New Knowledge Ecology and politics of technological 
change. In M. Peters and R. Heraud (Eds), Encyclopedia of educational 
innovation. Springer. doi: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-2262-4

Savelyeva, T. (2017). Peace Education in Anthropocene. In M. A. Peters (Ed.), 
Encyclopedia of Educational Philosophy and Theory (1-5). Springer. doi: 
10.1007/978-981-287-532-7_593-1 



Telgate signs of over-reliance on support texts 

• Giving references to works without having read them yourself 
• Only referring to works described in one support text 
• Using secondary referencing, e.g., ‘Jones (cited in Smith, 2009) 

found ...’
• Plagiarizing by presenting an identical or slightly rewritten version of 

the support text, as own original work 



‘Frontline’ texts 

‘Frontline texts’ -- theoretical descriptions and explanations,
reports of original research, accounts of current practice, and policy
statements

• Types: Theoretical, research, practice and policy literature 

• Easily identifiable 

• Journal article that is mainly reporting an empirical study may 
also discuss implications for theoretical development 



‘Frontline’ texts 

Savelyeva, T. (2009). Global Learning Environment: 
Innovative concept and  interactive model for changing 
academia and academics. VDM-Verlag Mueller 
(OmniScriptum). ISBN-10: 9783639174571 

Liu, J., Kitamura,Y., Savelyeva, T. (2022). Special 
Issue: Higher Education for Sustainability: 
Transforming teaching and learning in the Asia Pacific 
region. Asia Pacific Education Review, 23(4). doi
http://doi.org/10.1007/s12564-022-09794-1 



‘Frontline’ texts 

Savelyeva, T. Lee, S., Banack, H. 
(2019). Sustainable Development 
Goal 3: Re-calibrating the SDG 
Agenda. Emerald. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/97817897
37097

Savelyeva, T., Gao, F. (2023). 
Sustainable tertiary education in 
Asia: Policies, practices, and 
developments. Springer. 
http://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-

19-5104-6



Modeling
deepens understanding of the social
world + tells what things might be
observed in the future, and under
what circumstances

‘Frontline’ texts (1) Theoretical literature

Argue the case
for a viewpoint or to recommend 

changes 



‘Frontline’ texts (2) Research literature 
• Data driven
• Reports findings about aspects of the social world
• Data sources include people’s behaviour, talk, written texts, and 

artifacts that matters for a researcher 
• May generate their own primary data, or collating pre-existing 

secondary data 
• Ways of utilising secondary data- analysing the discourse patterns 

in written texts, such as publicly available web pages or 
downloadable documents etc.

• Gives general understanding about how phenomena operate, 
explain what’s wrong, demonstrate a working method, convince 
policy-makers to make changes, enable readers to gain insights etc 



‘Frontline’ texts (3) Practice literature 
accounts of how things are done, and will often be written by
experienced practitioners who feel that others might benefit from an
understanding of their practices

• features most strongly in applied fields ( nursing, education etc)
• an account might offer a personal illustration of how teachers 

working for HK public school has learned to cope with the extreme 
demands of curricular and policy changes

• might also be used for identifying shortcomings in existing systems 
and procedures, recommending effective practices

• Influence readers to reflect on similarities between their own 
situation and the one reported 



‘Frontline’ texts (4) Policy literature 
accounts of how things are done, and will often be written by experienced
practitioners who feel that others might benefit from an understanding of their
practices

• features most strongly in applied fields (nursing, education etc)
• emphasizes change to improve practice, according to particular 

values 
• mostly produced by policy-makers, those working for them or others 

aiming to influence them 
à government ministers might publish a report drawing attention to shortcomings 
in present practice, proposing an alternative policy 
à a pressure group whose members do not share ministers’ values might publish 
their own report, criticizing the government proposals and presenting their 
preferred alternative 



Being discerning about ‘Frontline’ literature

May look impressive! but…

• helps to be aware of general patterns that can affect the quality of 
the frontline texts you consider reading 

• has methodological, theoretical or analytical limitations 
• Despite being peer reviewed, no one’s claims are beyond question 

Promising signs: 
• acknowledgements in a paper to the constructive comments of col-

leagues
• multiple authorship means that co-authors maximized the quality



Being discerning about ‘Frontline’ literature

Quality of research in books also varies

• Some edited collections are the result of selection i.e. when include 
conference papers

• Others are outcome of the editor’s invitations to particular authors, 
with minimal quality checks of their texts 

• Quality of research monographs (books written by a single author or 
team, without authors’ names on the individual chapters) rests 
largely on the expertise of the author(s) 



Using the Internet 

Over-reliance and Unreliability risks
Internet is an uncoordinated dissemination forum 

no safeguards to ensure the quality of websites

• However critically you aim to read, it makes sense to favour texts 
that you have reasonable confidence in 

• The support literature and frontline publications discussed earlier 
have been written by people with a commitment to accuracy All

• Such texts have undergone some level of scrutiny by others to 
ensure that they live up to that commitment 



Using the Internet 

Example

• Consider the online claim:
‘Metaphors are central to how we navigate the world (Smith and 

Johnson, 2024)’ 
• check out who Smith and Johnson actually are
• have they have written an academic paper or book making the 

claim?
• If so, obtain the text from the library and use that as your resource



Using the Internet 

Wikipedia 
anyone can contribute !



Using Internet material – the good, the bad and the ugly 

Likely to be very reliable:
• Peer-reviewed journal articles that have been published in an 

academic journal 
• Peer-reviewed journal articles published in genuine electronic 

journals (volume number + date + the full web address. Might not 
have page numbers)

• Already published journal articles and book chapters posted, in 
PDF format, on an academic’s home page (if it says ‘submitted to’ 
a journal, or ‘draft’àyet to be peer-reviewed; could check if it has 
since been published)

• Electronically readable books written by subject experts
• Official materials published on a recognized institutional website 



Using Internet material – the good, the bad and the ugly 

Likely to be fairly reliable:

• Pre-peer-reviewed material, as described in above – but 

track down the published version if possible

• Lecture or research notes on the site of an academic 

working at a recognized institution 



Using Internet material – the good, the bad and the ugly 

Likely to be unreliable:

• Material on the home pages of individuals 

• Material on organization websites that is written by 

enthusiasts rather than experts 

• Free-for-all post-your-views sites (unless restricted to a 

recognized set of academic contributors) 

• Blogs, chatroom pontifications, etc. 



Referencing Internet sources: golden rules 

Issues:

• it may be unclear who wrote the material (and so what 

their credentials are for writing reliably)

• web pages may disappear or move location, making them 

difficult to find in future

Solution:
tracking down a more permanent reference to a book or 

journal article



Referencing Internet sources: golden rules 
• Attribute the material to a person if possible, not just a web 

address 

• If (and only if) no author is named, give the institutional 

details instead. If there is no author or an institution… 

should really trust this material?

• Give the date when it was posted / last updated; otherwise 

the year in which you saw it 

• Indicate the date on which you last accessed the web 

resource

• Check that the URL will  take someone to the exact 

material you are citing  



Referencing Internet sources: Example
In the text:

‘Linkedin purpose is to serve the public conversation’ 

(Linkedin Inc., 2024)

In the reference list:
• LinkedinInc. (2024). The Linedin rules. 

https://help.linkedin.com/en/rules-and-policies/ (accessed 2 

August 2024). 



Referencing Internet sources

reference Internet sources where:

• the material is robust and reliable 

• there is no equivalent published paper version

• the Internet resource has been the legitimate end of the 

line, not the means to finding a published paper resource 



PART IV
Varying your reading strategy 



Reading strategies

Scanning Skimming 

looking through a text 
to find specific sections 

or keywords and 
phrases indicating 

where the information 
you are seeking is 

located 

Intensive reading 

reading quickly through 
those parts of a text that 
can give you an overview 

of the content

carefully reading every word 
of a text from beginning to 

end 



PART V
Interrogating Abstracts 



Questions to ask
Before you looked at the entire paper, work out the answers 
Expect:
• a clear definition of that term – the problem is defined; Is the 

definition adequate ?

• a clear statement about the identity and selection of the 

informants

• a clear steer about why it is interesting to extend the existing 

research into this new domain

• will check lit review for (1) relevant studies I didn’t read, but  it 

convinces I should (2) studies I know about but not mentioned

• indicate what data analysis methods were used and why



EXERCISE 

HANDOUT
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